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THE  1840  O  NO  MINTMARK  BUST  REVERSE  HALF  DOLLAR 

by 

Bill  Bugert 


The  early  years  at  The  New  Orleans  Mint  were  troubled  times.  Mint 
officials  were  being  replaced  for  incompetency  and  corruption  while  the 
mint  was  trying  to  establish  itself  as  a  reliable  source  of  coinage.  To  that 
end  the  object  of  the  mint  was  to  produce  coinage  to  meet  public  demand. 
All  available  dies  were  used  as  long  as  possible  with  halves  struck  from 
cracked  dies  typical  of  this  period.  As  with  normal  policy  of  the  times,  dies 
were  received  from  the  Philadelphia  Mint  ready  for  use  except  for  final 
hardening,  the  mintmarks  and  dates  having  already  been  punched  into  the 
dies.  These  1840  circumstances  gave  birth  to  a  unique  opportunity  for  the 
New  Orleans  Branch  Mint  to  unknowningly  create  a  major  numismatic 
blunder! 

Every  knowledgeable  Seated  half  dollar  collector  is  familiar  with  the  1840 
bust  reverse  half  dollar.  This  variety  has  been  a  source  of  interest  and 
mystery  for  many  years.  It  has  been  accused  of  being  everything  from  a  pat- 
tern to  a  regular  issue  of  the  Philadelphia  Mint.  I  will  shed  some  light  on  this 
mystery  by  proving  that  it  is  a  regular  issue  from  the  New  Orleans  Branch 
Mint. ..yes,  the  New  Orleans  Mint  and  NOT  the  Philadelphia  Mint.  This  variety 
is  unlike  the  more  recent  s-less  proof  sets  where  the  mintmark  was  uninten- 
tionally omitted  from  the  die.  Here  is  a  branch  mint  regular  issue  with  the 
mintmark  omitted  due  to  an  error  of  transition! 

Among  the  many  numismatic  treasures  contained  in  the  National 
Archives  at  Washington,  D.C.  is  a  book  entitled.  The  Registry  of  Dies.  This 
document  contains  die  shipment  information  for  the  Branch  Mints  from  1839 
until  1854  when  the  book's  use  was  discontinued.  At  that  time,  dies  were 
often  shipped  over  hostile,  unsettled  U.S.  territory  and  mint  officials  were 
concerned  that  these  dies  would  fall  into  the  hands  of  counterfeiters.  This 
book  was  used  to  track  branch  mint  die  shipments.  It  is  a  matter  of  record  in 
this  book  that  3  pairs  of  half  dollar  dies  were  shipped  to  the  New  Orleans 
Branch  Mint  for  use  in  1839.  On  hand  from  previous  shipments  were  two 
other  reverse  dies.  It  must  be  assumed  that  the  three  obverses  were  of  the 
Turban  Head  type  and  the  five  reverses  were  of  the  bust  eagle  type.  In 
February  1840  a  total  of  3  obverse  dies  dated  1839  and  4  reverse  dies  were 
cancelled.  It  was  a  custom  of  the  time  to  cut  a  deep  'X'  across  the  face  of 
the  die  to  prevent  further  use  in  later  years.  It  is  also  a  matter  of  record  that 
the  Superintendent  of  the  New  Orleans  Branch  Mint  reported  that  one 
reverse  die,  the  fifth  of  these  five,  was  reserved  for  use  in  1840.  Since  this 
one  die  was  intended  for  use  in  1839  it  would  have  been  of  the  bust  design; 
Seated  half  dollar  coinage  did  not  begin  at  New  Orleans  until  1840  It  is 
important  to  note  that  the  1839-0  bust  half  dollar  had  the  mintmark  on  the 
obverse  above  the  date;  the  reverse  was  used  to  annotate  mint  of  issue  start- 
ing in  1840. 
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1840-O  No  Mintmark  Half  Dollar 
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Obverse  1 
with  Die  Lines 
through  Skirt 

If  this  one  reverse  die  reserved  from  1839  was  later  used  with  the  Seated 
obverse  design,  the  variety  would  have  the  1840  date  with  a  bust  reverse 
without  a  mintmark.  I  theorized  that  this  could  account  for  the  well  known 
1840  with  bust  reverse  half  dollar  always  assumed  to  have  been  a 
Philadelphia  Mint  issue.  I  recently  speculated  this  to  Randy  Wiley  late  one 
evening.  Randy  agreed  with  me  and  suggested  my  theory  could  be  proven 
correct  beyond  any  doubt  if,  by  chance,  the  1840  obverses  paired  with  the 
bust  reverse  were  transitional  with  the  other  known  obverses  for  the  1840-O 
half  dollar.  He  verified  this  theory  early  the  next  morning.  The  1840  bust 
reverse  half  dollar  is  actually  an  1840-O  no  mintmark  bust  reverse  of  1839. 
This  makes  sense  for  another  reason.  The  New  Orleans  Branch  Mint  half 
dollars  of  1839-1842  have  a  slightly  smaller  diameter  than  the  Philadelphia 
Mint  pieces  of  the  same  years.  This  was  probably  due  to  differences  in  col- 
lars used.  The  1840  with  the  bust  reverse  is  of  the  same  diameter  as  the  New 
Orleans  issues  and  this  alone  would  lead  one  to  believe  it  was  struck  at  New 
Orleans. 

As  previously  published  in  the  Gobrecht  Journal,  this  interesting  variety 
actually  has  two  1840  dated  obverses  paired  with  the  one  bust  reverse  die. 
Those  two  obverses  are  also  paired  in  combinations  with  three  1840-O 
reverse  mint  marked  dies.  For  simplicity  and  consistency  I  will  refer  to  John 
McCloskey's  designation  of  1840-O  varieties  as  contained  in  his  excellent 
article  in  Issue  #18  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal. 
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Obverse  2  with  Die  Lines  below  Sandal 


Obverse  1  of  this  no  mint  marked  variety  was  struck  from  a  very  rusty  die. 
There  are  heavy  die  polish  lines  on  the  denticles  and  die  lines  run  horizontally 
from  the  TY  of  LIBERTY  into  Liberty's  skirt  slightly  slanting  upwards  towards 
her  shin  as  shown  in  the  picture.  There  are  many  less  obvious  die  lines 
throughout  this  obverse.  This  same  obverse  is  paired  with  1840-O  reverse 
Varieties  7  and  3  where  the  exact  same  die  lines  are  prominent. 

The  second  obverse,  Obverse  2,  paired  with  this  bust  type  reverse  was 
struck  from  a  heavily  polished  die.  The  lower  obverse  shield  is  weak,  all 
stars  are  recut,  the  die  is  only  slightly  rusty,  and  die  lines  run  southwest 
from  Liberty's  sandal  into  the  foot  support  as  shown  in  the  picture.  This 
same  obverse  was  paired  with  1840-O  reverse  Variety  6  where  you  can  see 
the  same  die  lines  below  Liberty's  sandal.  By  close  scrutiny  of  the  die  pair- 
ings, a  striking  order  can  be  estimated.  Figure  1  displays  the  die  pairings 
and  the  emission  sequence.  The  numbers  on  the  connecting  lines  for 
obverse  and  reverse  dies  indicate  the  striking  order.  Die  pairing  Obverse  1 
and  Reverse  3  was  struck  some  time  after  number  2  but  its'  relation  to  later 
die  pairings  cannot  be  estimated. 

So  ends  the  mystery  of  the  1840  with  bust  reverse,  more  appropriately 
named  the  1840-O  No  Mintmark  Bust  Reverse  of  1839.  Perhaps  the  only  con- 
nection left  to  finalize  is  this  reverse  paired  with  either  the  1838-0  or  1839-0 
halves.  I  have  seen  the  1839-0  paired  with  two  reverses  different  from  this 
noted  die.  Good  hunting  and  please  let  me  know  if  you  find  this  pairing. 

This  article  is  an  extract  from  my  presentation  at  the  American  Numismatic 
Society  COAC  '86  Conference  in  New  York  on  November  2,  1986. 
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Figure  1. 

Die  pairings  of  the  1840  O  No  Mintmark  Medium  Letters  Reverse  Half  Dollar 


1840-O 
Reverse 
V7 


•  Large  0 
Die  crack  through 
D  in  DOL. 


•  Rusty  die 
Die  lines  in  skirt 


1840 
Obverse 
1 


2  + 


1839 
Bust 
Reverse 


1840O 
Reverse 
V3 


Large  0 

Die  crack  left  side  of 
Din  DDL  into  field 


•  Reverse  cracks 
•  Heavily  polished  die 


1840 
Obverse 
2 


Heavily  polished  die 
Die  lines  under  foot 


1840  O 
Reverse 
V6 


•  Large  0 
Die  crack  rim  through 
F  in  HALF  through 
mintmark 


NOTE:  Die  pairing  numbers  indicate  emission  sequence. 
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LIBERTY  SEATED  QUARTER  DOLLAR  SURVEY,  1986 

by 

Roy  D.  Ash 


I  would  like  to  personally  thank  all  of  the  club  members  who  unselfishly 
responded  to  our  survey  questionnaire.  The  results  of  any  survey  are  only  as 
accurate  as  the  quality  of  the  inputs  received  and  the  scope  of  measurement 
only  as  comprehensive  as  the  degree  of  participation.  In  both  instances 
LSCC  club  members  responded  admirably.  One  hundred  and  fifteen  persons 
responded  to  the  survey  with  a  total  of  4,834  coins  being  reported  and 
classified.  Since  our  membership  encompasses  a  high  percentage  of  the 
Seated  quarter  specialists/collectors  in  this  country,  and  most  of  these 
responded,  I  feel  we  have  a  reasonably  comprehensive  sampling  of  the 
Seated  quarter  collections  assembled.  While  the  numbers  given  can't  be 
absolute,  they  should  reflect  relative  ratios  between  the  various  coins  in  this 
under  documented  series,  both  with  respect  to  numbers  and  grades 
available,  a  census  profile  if  you  will. 


Introduction 

Several  valuable  findings  are  derived  from  surveys  such  as  this.  These 
gleanings  fall  into  such  categories  as:  verification  of  suspected  rarities, 
revelation  of  previously  unsuspected  rarities/scarcities,  confirmation  of 
overrated  issues  and  possibly  the  most  important,  profiling  the  grading  cen- 
sus of  individual  dates.  This  last  category  becomes  very  important  when  col- 
lectors are  attempting  to  complete  a  uniformly  graded  set  of  coins.  In  some 
series  the  coins  are  just  not  available  in  certain  grades.  In  the  Seated 
quarter  series  there  are  several  of  these  voids,  which  the  following  tables 
and  observations  will  clearly  demonstrate.  Hopefully  the  survey  results  and 
accompanying  analysis  will  prove  beneficial  to  all  Seated  quarter 
enthusiasts,  both  current  and  future. 

An  in-depth  analysis  of  the  survey  results  provides  us  with  numerous  little 
gems  of  knowledge,  some  expected  and  some  enlightening.  For  this 
analysis  tables  have  been  provided  for  each  branch  mint,  ranking  the  dates 
by  frequency  of  appearance.  Unless  otherwise  stated  the  frequency  for  all 
varieties  of  a  given  date  is  listed.  An  average  grade  for  each  date  is  also  pro- 
vided in  the  branch  mint  tables.  This  average  grade  was  calculated  by  using 
the  numbers  for  the  specific  grade  as  follows:  G-4,  VG-8,  F-12,  VF-25,  XF-40 
and  AU-50.  An  average  was  then  taken  for  each  date  using  the  frequency 
distribution  from  the  survey  results. 

Specific  Observations 

One  area  in  the  San  Francisco  minted  issues  that  might  come  as  a  sur- 
prise to  some  members  is  the  fact  that  the  1872-S  and  1871-S  dates  head  up 
this  list  of  rarities.  For  anyone  who  doesn't  specialize  in  quarters  these  two 
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SEATED  QUARTER  SURVEY  RESULTS 
FREQUENCY  BY  GRADE 


Date 

Total 

G-4 

VG-8 

1838 

50 

5 

8 

1839 

49 

2 

11 

1840-0  No  Drapery 

50 

1 

12 

1840 

44 

3 

8 

1840-0  With  Drapery 

42 

2 

7 

1840-0  Medium  0 

7 

1 

1 

1840-0  Large  0 

8 

1 

- 

1841 

29 

3 

- 

1841-0 

53 

11 

9 

1842  Large  Date 

32 

3 

5 

1842-0  Small  Date 

22 

1 

8 

1842-0  Large  Date 

56 

3 

12 

1843 

44 

2 

4 

1843-0  Large  0 

23 

1 

4 

1843-0  Small  0 

32 

- 

1 

1844 

40 

1 

1 

1844-0 

53 

6 

9 

1845 

56 

1 

6 

1846 

49 

1 

5 

1847 

49 

5 

3 

1847-0 

35 

6 

6 

1847-0  Perfect  Reverse 

8 

- 

1 

1848 

45 

1 

- 

1849 

44 

3 

3 

1849-0 

43 

6 

12 

1850 

44 

2 

4 

1850-0 

43 

5 

7 

1851 

28 

- 

1 

1851-0 

33 

4 

5 

1852 

42 

- 

5 

1852-0 

26 

3 

4 

1853  No  Arrows 

17 

- 

1 

1853  With  Arrows 

136 

8 

21 

1853/4 

23 

1 

1853-0 

54 

13 

9 

1854 

107 

5 

17 

1854-0 

46 

5 

1 

1854-0  Huge  0 

28 

4 

4 

1855 

58 

2 

6 

F-12   VF-25  XF-40  AU-50  MS-60  IVIS-63  IVIS-65  PRF-60 


9 

11 

12 

5 

- 

- 

- 

5 

15 

11 

5 

- 

- 

- 

11 

12 

7 

7 

- 

- 

- 

12 

4 

10 

7 

- 

- 

- 

8 

12 

9 

3 

- 

1 

- 

1 

1 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

3 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

3 

8 

6 

6 

3 

- 

- 

10 

10 

7 

4 

1 

1 

- 

4 

9 

6 

3 

1 

1 

- 

4 

3 

5 

1 

- 

- 

- 

16 

10 

10 

4 

1 

- 

- 

9 

12 

7 

8 

2 

- 

- 

6 

4 

8 

- 

- 

- 

- 

9 

9 

9 

4 

- 

- 

- 

8 

12 

14 

3 

1 

- 

- 

12 

10 

8 

7 

1 

- 

- 

10 

10 

15 

10 

3 

1 

- 

7 

11 

14 

10 

1 

- 

- 

14 

9 

12 

5 

1 

- 

- 

8 

7 

7 

- 

1 

- 

- 

3 

1 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

9 

9 

14 

10 

- 

1 

1 

10 

14 

11 

2 

1 

- 

- 

5 

15 

4 

1 

- 

- 

- 

8 

13 

9 

4 

1 

2 

1 

13 

8 

7 

3 

- 

- 

- 

6 

12 

5 

3 

1 

- 

- 

7 

9 

2 

5 

1 

- 

- 

7 

11 

10 

7 

- 

2 

- 

6 

9 

4 

~ 

~ 

- 

- 

6 

3 

5 

1 

1 

- 

31 

35 

22 

14 

3 

1 

1 

7 

9 

4 

2 

11 

12 

7 

2 

18 

31 

24 

7 

3 

2 

12 

14 

8 

4 

1 

1 

7 

9 

3 

1 

9 

18 

15 
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SEATED  QUARTER  SURVEY  RESULTS 
FREQUENCY  BY  GRADE 


Date 

Total 

1855-0 

28 

1855-S 

38 

1856 

83 

1856-0 

50 

1856-S 

28 

1856-S/S 

10 

1857 

71 

1857-0 

52 

1857-S 

30 

1858 

82 

1858-0 

48 

1858-S 

33 

1859 

64 

1859-0 

43 

1859-S 

29 

1860 

46 

1860-0 

56 

1860-S 

25 

1861 

82 

1861-S 

26 

1862 

49 

1862-S 

38 

1863 

45 

1864 

40 

1864-S 

23 

1865 

36 

1865-S 

28 

1866 

21 

1866-S 

22 

1867 

27 

1867-S 

25 

1868 

27 

1868-S 

33 

1869 

28 

1869-S 

26 

1870 

40 

1870-CC 

14 

1871 

63 

1871-00 

12 

1871-S 

21 

G-4     VG-8    F-12   VF-25  XF-40 


3 

1 

5 

15 

2 

8 

3 

6 

10 

8 

2 

11 

15 

27 

18 

2 

7 

13 

12 

13 

4 

7 

4 

6 

3 

3 

2 

1 

3 

1 

5 

6 

9 

21 

19 

6 

5 

12 

12 

12 

6 

7 

4 

5 

6 

4 

6 

19 

22 

19 

- 

6 

9 

10 

18 

3 

3 

8 

10 

7 

2 

5 

10 

15 

19 

3 

5 

6 

13 

10 

5 

4 

8 

3 

6 

3 

6 

6 

11 

13 

3 

9 

10 

12 

17 

5 

7 

1 

11 

1 

- 

10 

14 

25 

19 

5 

3 

4 

6 

6 

3 

4 

10 

14 

9 

5 

7 

5 

9 

5 

4 

4 

11 

9 

8 

1 

- 

7 

12 

13 

4 

7 

4 

4 

3 

4 

2 

6 

11 

6 

3 

4 

7 

7 

6 

- 

1 

4 

5 

3 

- 

4 

7 

6 

3 

2 

1 

7 

4 

5 

4 

2 

3 

8 

4 

5 

- 

5 

6 

6 

4 

3 

7 

10 

7 

3 

1 

5 

5 

6 

2 

2 

8 

4 

8 

1 

2 

7 

12 

10 

4 

3 

2 

2 

3 

8 

8 

5 

15 

18 

2 

6 

2 

2 

2 

4 

5 

4 

2 

J-50  MS-BO  MS-63  MS-65  PRF-60 

2  -  -  -  - 

3  -  -  -  - 

7  11-1 

2      -  1  -  - 

4  .  .  -  . 

6      4  -  -  1 

4  1  -  -  - 

2  -  -  -  - 

8  3  -  -  1 

5  -  -  -  - 

1  -  1  -  - 
12  -  -  -  1 
5      1  -  -  - 

3  -  -  -  - 

4  1  -  -  2 

3  2  -  -  - 

10      2  1  -  1 

2  -  -  -  - 

5  2  -  -  2 

4  2  1  -  - 

6  1  -  -  2 

4-  111 
1  -  -  - 

4      -  -  1  2 

1  -  -  -  - 
4      1  -  -  3 

2  -  -  -  - 

5-  1-2 
1111- 

2  2  -  -  1 

1  1  -  - 

4  -  -  1  3 

2  -  -  - 

5  -  -  -  3 

6-  111 

3  -  1  -  - 
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SEATED  QUARTER  SURVEY  RESULTS 
FREQUENCY  BY  GRADE 


Date 

Total 

G-4 

VG-8 

1872 

60 

7 

6 

1872-CC 

21 

8 

4 

1872-S 

12 

1 

1 

1873  Closed  3 

29 

4 

3 

1873  Open  3 

50 

5 

6 

1873  With  Arrows 

47 

8 

8 

1873-CC  With  Arrows 

19 

1 

7 

1873-S 

41 

5 

5 

1874 

33 

8 

3 

1874-S 

42 

4 

5 

1875 

55 

2 

7 

1875-CC 

37 

3 

9 

1875-S 

47 

3 

8 

1876 

87 

7 

6 

1876-CC 

55 

5 

9 

1876-CC  Freq.  Reeding 

32 

1 

5 

1876-S 

65 

4 

4 

1877 

63 

5 

7 

1877-CC 

67 

7 

12 

1877-S 

55 

4 

9 

1877-S  Horizontal  S 

25 

- 

4 

1878 

45 

6 

7 

1878-CC 

51 

4 

10 

1878-S 

28 

4 

5 

1879 

39 

1 

4 

1880 

38 

1 

1 

1881 

34 

1 

4 

1882 

30 

2 

1 

1883 

28 

1 

1 

1884 

30 

- 

- 

1885 

32 

- 

2 

1886 

24 

- 

1 

1887 

24 

- 

1 

1888 

20 

- 

- 

1888-S 

81 

17 

5 

1889 

29 

1890 

36 

1 

3 

1891 

59 

1 

7 

1891-0 

25 

3 

6 

1891-S 

49 

6 

6 

F-12    VF-25  XF-40  AU-50  MS-60  MS-63  MS-65  PRF-60 


8 

13 

17 

6 

2 

1 

2 

6 

1 

4 

2 

2 

~ 

1 

1 

~ 

7 

7 

4 

3 

- 

~ 

1 

13 

14 

9 

2 

1 

8 

9 

7 

5 

2 

4 

7 

~ 

" 

~ 

~ 

9 

7 

10 

4 

■ 

1 

6 

4 

6 

4 

1 

1 

8 

12 

10 

3 

- 

~ 

9 

13 

13 

6 

1 

1 

3 

10 

6 

6 

3 

- 

~ 

- 

- 

9 

14 

9 

3 

1 

17 

21 

24 

7 

3 

1 

1 

10 

14 

10 

5 

2 

■ 

6 

13 

6 

1 

~ 

14 

19 

14 

6 

3 

1 

15 

15 

12 

5 

1 

~ 

3 

12 

12 

14 

7 

1 

1 

1 

14 

11 

13 

3 

1 

4 

5 

4 

4 

1 

3 

■ 

9 

14 

4 

3 

1 

1 

10 

9 

8 

8 

2 

- 

6 

4 

7 

1 

~ 

1 

~ 

9 

7 

12 

3 

~ 

3 

7 

12 

8 

3 

1 

1 

4 

1 1 

1 

10 

4 

3 

6 

6 

10 

2 

3 

6 

3 

7 

5 

1 

~ 

4 

8 

6 

8 

3 

3 

2 

6 

5 

1 1 

3 

1 

1 

3 

n 
Z 

b 

o 

8 

3 

1 

3 

0 
iL 

b 

n 
9 

1 

1 

1 

1 

o 
0 

n 
0 

b 

3 

1 

4 

12 

16 

16 

10 

2 

2 

1 

6 

10 

8 

2 

1 

2 

4 

8 

11 

4 

2 

1 

2 

9 

16 

14 

5 

3 

1 

2 

1 

4 

6 

4 

1 

1 

7 

9 

15 

3 

3 
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San  Francisco  Mint  Issues 


Do  n  L 

nanK 

Date 

1 

1f!79  Q 
10/  O 

c 

1071 -Q 
10/  1  o 

Q 
O 

lODD  o 

4 

10C/1.C 

lODH  o 

c: 

1 OOU  o 

u 

100/  o 

7 

lOD  1  o 

Q 
O 

looy  o 

q 

IODj  o 

1  u 

1R7R  Q 
1 0  /  o  o 

1  1 

looy-o 

1  9 
1  c 

1RR7  Q 

1  0 

1RC^R  Q 

1  4 

loDo-O 

1  J 

■10CC  c 

IojO-o 

1  u 

loDD-o 

1RR9  Q 

1  0 

1R7'5  Q 
10  /  0  o 

1 Q 

10  /  "<-o 

20 

1875-S 

21 

1891-S 

22 

1876-S 

23 

1877-S 

24 

1888-S 

Pro 

rre- 

Average 

quency 

Grade 

12 

26.3 

21 

23.5 

22 

22.1 

23 

17.4 

25 

16.1 

25 

26.6 

26 

22.4 

26 

25.4 

28 

21.2 

28 

22.2 

29 

21.1 

30 

19.8 

33 

23.5 

33 

23.5 

38 

19.6 

38 

22.3 

38 

24.8 

41 

24.5 

42 

24.0 

47 

23.6 

49 

26.8 

65 

27.6 

80 

25.9 

81 

26.0 

issues  will  appear  as  "sleepers";  however,  the  quarter  specialists  are  very 
familiar  with  their  scarcity.  This  survey  also  would  indicate  that  the  1872-S  is 
definitely  more  scarce  than  the  1871-S  by  a  substantial  margin.  This  is  some- 
thing that  many  of  us  have  suspected  for  some  time.  Other  possible  confir- 
mations are  that  the  1855-S  issue  is  somewhat  overrated  while  the  1857-S 
issue  is  probably  underrated.  The  population  of  the  1888-S  issue  certainly 
confirms  Larry  Brigg's  statement  in  an  earlier  article  that  this  date  is  abun- 
dant. However,  be  reminded  this  survey  doesn't  address  overall  appearance 
of  coins  or  planchet  condition,  a  couple  of  the  principal  points  of  contention 
in  that  previous  dialogue. 
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New  Orleans  Mint  Issues 


Fre- 

Average 

Rank 

Date 

quency 

Grade 

1 

1842-0  Small  Date 

22 

20.0 

2 

1891-0 

25 

21.2 

3 

1852-0 

26 

19.3 

4 

1855-0 

28 

22.7 

5 

1851-0 

33 

22.9 

6 

1847-0 

43 

20.5 

7 

1849-0 

43 

17.8 

8 

1850-0 

43 

20.0 

9 

1859-0 

43 

27.0 

10 

1858-0 

48 

28.7 

11 

1840-0  No  Drapery 

50 

23.2 

12 

1856-0 

50 

24.1 

13 

1857-0 

52 

24.0 

14 

1841-0 

53 

20.5 

15 

1844-0 

53 

23.0 

16 

1853-0  Arrows  &  Rays 

54 

17.3 

17 

1843-0 

55 

26.0 

18 

1860-0 

56 

25.6 

19 

1842-0  Large  Date 

56 

21.6 

20 

1840-0  With  Drapery 

57 

24.6 

21 

1854-0 

74 

23.0 

There  are  a  few  surprises  in  the  New  Orleans  issues  plus  a  couple  of  con- 
firmations. The  1842-0  Small  Date  heads  the  list  of  rarities  and  this  shouldn't 
surprise  anyone.  This  variety  has  long  been  recognized  as  a  true  rarity, 
especially  in  the  higher  grades.  The  fact  that  the  1891-0  and  1852-0  dates 
came  in  second  and  third  respectively,  certainly  surprised  me.  I  had  long 
viewed  both  of  these  issues  as  substantially  overrated;  however,  the  survey 
results  don't  support  this  assessment.  Perhaps  the  single  most  shocking 
result  is  the  placement  of  the  1849-0,  long  recognized  as  a  series  key  date. 
There  have  even  been  census  projections  in  the  past  giving  the  total  popula- 
tion of  this  issue  as  only  30-40  specimens  extant.  Our  limited  survey  results 
alone  exceed  this  figure.  Perhaps  this  issue  isn't  quite  as  scarce  as 
previously  suspected.  Another  surprise  for  me  was  the  combined  total  for 
the  1843-0  issues.  Their  frequency  is  a  little  higher  than  I  would  have  believed. 
The  Large  "O"  variety  did  remain  scarcer  than  the  Small  "O"  variety  as 
would  be  anticipated.  One  other  possible  shocker  would  be  the  apparent 
reversal  of  the  1840-O  With  Drapery  and  No  Drapery  issues.  Mintage  figures 
and  auction  results  would  indicate  that  the  With  Drapery  variety  should 
appear  far  less  frequently  than  the  No  Drapery  variety,  but  again  the  survey 
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Carson  City  Mint  Issues 


Rank 


2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 


Date 


1871-  CC 
1870-CC 
1873-CC 

1872-  CC 

1875-  CC 
1878-CC 
1877-CC 

1876-  CC 


Fre- 
quency 


12 
14 
19 
21 
37 
51 
67 
87 


results  refute  these  expectations.  The  only  other  surprise  in  this  area  is 
possibly  the  placement  of  the  1855-0  issue.  The  results  indicate  a  higher 
degree  of  scarcity  than  previously  suggested. 

There  are  no  surprises  in  the  Carson  City  table  of  rarities  unless  it's  the 
fact  that  the  1871-CC  nosed  out  the  1870-CC  at  the  top  of  the  list.  Note  that 
as  far  as  grades  available  are  concerned,  the  top  five  Carson  City  issues  are 
more  available  in  the  lower  grades.  This  is  in  accord  with  the  high  circula- 
tion profile  of  Carson  City  coins  from  the  1870's  and  is  important  for  anyone 
seeking  to  match  up  a  specimen  for  a  high  grade  quarter  set.  A  note  to  the 
wise,  "buy  your  Carson  City  quarters  in  higher  grades  when  you  find  them, 
for  a  second  opportunity  may  not  present  itself." 

For  the  Philadelphia  issues,  the  1853  No  Arrows  and  1866  dates  head  the 
list  of  rarities,  closely  followed  by  the  post  "Civil  War"  issues  when  all  minor 
silver  coinage  issues  were  depressed.  The  1879-1890  issues  are  only 
marginally  scarce  even  with  their  extremely  low  mintages.  Also  note  that 
these  issues  are  more  readily  available  in  the  higher  grades,  confirming  that 
they  circulated  very  little.  The  one  surprise  in  these  low  mintage  issues 
would  be  the  1888  with  fewer  pieces  reported  than  the  1882,  1884  or  1886 
issues.  Also  the  1887  and  1883  dates  are  slightly  scarcer  than  previously 
believed.  Another  confirmation  is  the  relative  rarity  of  the  1873  Closed  3  as 
compared  to  the  Open  3  variety  of  the  same  date.  Perhaps  the  most  signifi- 
cant revelations  here  are  the  apparent  unsuspected  scarcity  of  the  1841  and 
1851  issues.  The  scarcity  of  the  1851  is  partially  due  to  the  prevalent 
meltings  of  silver  coins  that  occurred  in  the  early  1850's.  The  1841  is  a  bit  of 
an  enigma.  While  its  mintage  is  relatively  low  I  would  not  have  expected  its 
numbers  to  be  below  that  of  the  1842.  However,  I  will  admit  that  the  1841  was 
one  of  the  last  coins  I  found  when  assembling  my  personal  quarter  set. 
Another  anomaly  is  the  1874,  especially  in  view  of  its  relatively  high  mintage. 
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Summary 

The  relative  rankings  of  the  dates  in  the  Seated  quarter  dollar  series  are 
given  as  reflected  by  our  survey  results.  All  issues  listed  in  A  Guide  Book  of 
United  States  Coins,  the  Red  Book,  are  covered  with  the  exception  of  the 
1873-CC  No  Arrows,  the  1866  No  Motto,  and  the  1842  Small  Date,  all  of  which 
are  either  nearly  unique  or  of  proof  only  issue.  A  few  of  the  major  sub- 
varieties  are  included  which  are  of  specific  interest  to  quarter  specialists. 
The  brief  analysis  included  in  this  report  reflects  only  the  viewpoint  and 
interpretation  of  the  author  and  1s  by  no  means  the  final  word.  Hopefully  this 
survey  will  serve  as  a  useful  tool  and  reference  index  to  those  researching  or 
collecting  the  Seated  quarter  series. 


HALF  DIMES 

1838      No  Drapery.  V-8.  Rim  break  clockwise  from  star  10  to  1  in  date. 

Very  lustrous  XF/AU,  gold  toning  at  rims   $  87 

1853  Arrows.  Very  little  wear  but  struck  from  rough  and  clashed  dies. 

Very  small  mint  made  rim  defect  at  12  o'clock.  Nice  luster.  AU    65 

1854  Arrows.  Struck  from  very  heavily  clashed  dies.  Reverse  has  die  crack 
from  rim  down  left  side  of  first  A  in  AMERICA  to  wreath  and  into  field 
above  F  In  HALF.  Blueish  gray  and  gold  toning  at  rims.  Nice 

borderline  UNC   165 

DIMES 

1842-  0    Small  o  variety.  VG  with  AV?  letters  in  LIBERTY  visible.  Nice  planchet 

with  light  gray  toning   $  20 

1843-  0    VG/F.  LIBERTY  is  full  except  the  letter  Y  is  weak.  Planchet  a  little 

rough,  cleaned  but  toning  back   65 

1854-0    Nice  Fine.  Interesting  die  break  from  left  arrow  to  1  in  date  to  rim. 

A  crack  also  runs  through  the  base  of  185  in  date   19 

QUARTERS 

1841-0    This  is  the  Doubled  Die  Obverse  reported  by  Kenneth  Hill  in  Issues  #17 
and  #31  of  the  Journal.  This  coin  is  from  the  hoard  unearthed  in 
New  Orleans.  AU  $225 


Please  add  $1.50  Postage  and  Insurance.  14  Day  Return  Privilege. 


C.E.  CONNER  LSCC#315 

P.O.  Box  4222  •  Omaha,  Nebraska  68104 


Telephone  •  (402)  556-9332 
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BETTER  DATES  #10 

I  need  nine  more  coins  to  finish  my  Seated  quarter  set  - 1841,  1842, 
1844,  1855-S,  1867,  1873-S,  1879,  1880,  and  1883.  I  will  trade  any  of 
the  many  new  coins  in  my  ad  for  the  quarters  I  need  in  full  LIBERTY 
Fine,  no  problems.  In  celebration  of  my  10th  ad,  I  will  again  rebate 
part  of  the  purchase  price  on  any  multiple  coin  order.  Hope  to  hear 
from  you  soon. 


HALF  DIMES 


1840-0 
1846 

1853-  0 
1853 
1860-0 

DIMES 

1838-0 
1844 
1845-0 
1848 
1850 

1854-  0 
1857 
1860-S 
1864 
1864-S 
1868-S 
1876-CC 
1886 


Drapery,  G,  full  rims,  original  . .  $  22 

G-VG,  nicely  retoned   120 

NA,  F,  original  and  sharp   250 

Arrows,  XF,  original  and  sharp  . .  35 
AU,  iridescent  gray  tone   40 


QUARTERS  Continued 

1883  XF  cleaned,  light  tone  $225 

1884  VG/AG  +  ,  original    125 

1889        G/AG,  original    90 

1891-0     Choice  XF  dipped,  light  toning  .  450 

HALF  DOLLARS 


No  Stars,  G,  full  lettering  S  22 

F,  two  small  digs  on  reverse  ....  35 

G/AG   7 

VG    5 

Choice  XF,  dipped  some  luster .  28 

Arrows,  VG-F,  broken  0   7 

Choice  XF,  original   29 

AG-G,  just  wear   9 

VG,  weak  right  obverse  rim  ...  225 

F,  many  small  marks   6 

G    6 

G+ ,  doubled  die  reverse   10 

AU,  rainbow  tone   29 


QUARTERS 


1841-0     XF,  old  cleaning  S  70 

1842  Small  Date,  XF-AU,  old  cleaning.  75 

1843  AU,  light  gray  tone  over 
mint  luster   80 

1845       VF,  two  small  cuts  on  shield  .  45 

1848        VG-F  dark  toning   42 

1853-0     A&R.  VF  heavy  original  tone  75 

1856        XF,  light  gray  tone   45 

1856-0     56/56,  VG-F  cleaned   18 

1856-S     Choice  XF,  partly  cleaned   170 

1858        Rev.  of  1859,  AU,  soft  strike, 

light  tone  over  much  luster   140 

1858-S     VG-F  original    17 

1860        VF,  old  cleaning   52 

1860-S     G,  Large  S    14 

1862        G-VG,  couple  of  small  marks  19 

1866        G  +  ,  sharp   15 

1873        NA,  G/AG -f-,  just  wear   6 

1873        NA,  G,  hidden  scratch    8 

1874-  S     Arrows,  VF,  old  cleaning, 
missing  E   42 

1875-  S     XF-AU,  dipped   65 

1876-  S     G-i-,  light  gray   11 

1878-CC    AG,  scratches  in  right 

obverse  field   85 

1879        Choice  XF,  partially  cleaned, 
small  scratches  in  right 

obverse  field   285 

I  need  the  following  coins  in  quantity.    Write  or  ship  for 
generous  offer.  25*:  1840-O  Drapery  Large  O,  1843-0  Large  O, 
1871,  1872,  1873  NA  Closed  3,  and  1886.  50*:  1850,  1851,  1852. 
Other  better  dates  needed  also. 
All  Coins  Guaranteed,  ANA  Grading 
Please  Add  $1.00  for  Postage. 

14  Day  Return  Privilege  if  in  original,  unopened  holder 
Layaway  and  Approval  Service  Available. 

HARRY  E.  SMITH  •  LSCC#566 
P.O.  Box  705  •  South  San  Francisco,  California  94083 

Telephone:  (415)  583-9908 


1840-0 

1847-0 

1849 

1850 

1852-0 

1858-S 

1862-S 

1870 

1871-S 

1882 


Drapery,  G,  Small  o  S  16 

F,  original   45 

VG,  old  cleaning   12 

VG,  old  cleaning   22 

AG/G,  just  wear   95 

AG/G,  just  wear   12 

G-VG,  couple  of  small  marks ...  32 

XF-AU,  lightly  polished   125 

XF  cleaned,  not  bad   400 

VG/AG,  just  wear   95 
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THE  ANCESTRY  OF  U.S.  LIBERTY  SEATED  COINS 

by 

Dillon  Frost 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  coins  were  strucl<  with  seated  symbols  from 
the  earliest  times  that  coins  were  minted.  King  Lysimachus  of  Thrace,  who 
reigned  306-281  B.C.,  minted  a  Tetradrachm  with  an  obverse  head  of  Alex- 
ander the  Great  and  a  reverse  of  Athena  seated,  leaning  on  a  shield  and 
holding  Nike. 

in  the  second  century  B.C.,  the  city  states  of  Maronea  and  Thasos,  in  what 
was  called  Byzantium  at  that  time,  minted  a  Tetradrachm  with  the  head  of 
Alexander  the  Great  on  the  obverse  and  a  reverse  of  Athena  seated,  holding 
Nike  with  an  upright  shield  at  her  side. 

Antoninus  Pius,  the  Roman  Caesar  who  reigned  138-161  A.D.,  minted  a 
Sestertius  with  his  head  on  obverse  and  Roma  seated  with  upright  shield  at 
side  and  holding  Palladium  on  the  reverse.  Antoninus  Pius  also  minted  a 
Sestertius  with  his  bust  on  obverse  and  on  the  reverse  is  Britannia  seated, 
holding  a  spear  with  arm  resting  on  upright  shield.  Britannia  was  the  symbol 
of  the  Roman  conquest  of  Britain. 

Centuries  later  England  used  this  seated  symbol  of  the  Roman  Sestertius 
on  their  coins  as  a  symbol  of  Britain's  might  and  preparedness.  It  came 
about  under  Charles  the  Second,  in  1671,  when  he  minted  the  first  copper 
coin,  a  farthing,  using  a  reverse  of  Britannia  seated;  the  left  hand  holding  a 
spear  and  arm  resting  on  a  sheild  on  which  were  the  combined  crosses  of 
Saints  Andrew  and  George.  This  design  was  almost  an  exact  copy  of  the 
reverse  of  the  Sestertius  of  Antoninus  Pius.  This  reverse  was  used  on 
English  copper  coins  continuously  until  1937  when  Leonard  C.  Wyon 
redesigned  the  bronze  penny. 

On  June  30,  1835,  Dr.  Robert  Patterson  became  Director  of  the  United 
States  Mint.  Dr.  Patterson  felt  that  the  head  of  Liberty  on  our  coins  was  a 
very  poor  way  to  represent  this  basic  freedom.  So,  on  Aug.  1, 1835,  Patterson 
wrote  to  Thomas  Sully,  a  renouned  artist,  asking  him  to  design  an  obverse 
for  our  silver  coins.  In  the  letter,  Patterson  sent  a  rough  sketch  of  a  seated 
figure  representing  Liberty  for  Sully  to  use.  In  September  of  1835,  Patterson 
sent  Sully  a  parcel  of  coins  to  give  him  more  ideas  for  his  drawings.  In  the 
parcel  of  coins  sent  to  Sully  were  English  pennies  with  the  reverse  of  Britan- 
nia seated.  Using  the  drawing  of  Patterson  and  the  reverse  of  the  English 
pennies,  Thomas  Sully,  in  October  of  1835,  sent  to  Mint  Director  Patterson 
his  drawings  for  the  obverse  of  the  U.S.  silver  coins. 

Christian  Gobrecht,  the  mint  engraver  at  that  time,  cut  a  trial  die  from 
Sully's  drawings;  which,  after  some  slight  changes  by  Gobrecht  himself, 
would  later  be  used  as  a  basis  for  the  dies  of  the  new  United  States  Liberty 
Seated  coins  which  were  minted  from  1837  to  1891. 

It  is  interesting  to  trace  and  link  the  symbols  of  our  U.S.  coins  to  early 
Greek  and  Roman  coins  minted  centuries  ago. 
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A  SURVEY  OF  AUCTION  RECORDS 
FOR  TWENTY-CENT  PIECES 

by 

Weimar  W.  White 


My  interest  in  twenty  cent  pieces  or  double  dimes  as  they  are  sometinnes 
called,  was  rekindled  in  1982  when  Kama!  Ahwash  located  for  me  the  attrac- 
tive 1875-CC  twenty  cent  piece  in  MS-63  that  is  pictured  with  this  article.  It  is 
extremely  difficult  to  obtain  an  example  of  this  date  from  the  Carson  City 
mint  with  the  eagle's  right  wing  and  breast  feathers  strongly  struck. 
Needless  to  say,  I  regard  this  coin  as  a  center  piece  in  my  Carson  City  type 
collection.  Because  of  the  great  rarity  of  the  1876-CC  issue,  the  1875-CC  is 
virtually  the  only  collectible  twenty  cent  piece  from  this  famous  mint. 

Twenty  cent  pieces  were  the  Susan  B.  Anthony  coins  of  the  19th  century. 
That  is,  they  were  very  unpopular  due  to  their  similarity  in  size  to  the 
quarters.  To  a  numismatist  however  the  designs  of  the  two  denominations 
are  quite  different.  The  edge  of  the  twenty  cent  piece  is  plain  rather  than 
reeded  and  the  reverse  is  similar  to  the  Trade  dollar.  The  LIBERTY  in  the 
shield  is  in  relief  instead  of  having  the  usual  incuse  lettering.  The  twenty 
cent  piece  was  designed  by  William  Barber. 

The  first  twenty  cent  pieces  appeared  in  circulation  in  1875  and  as  their 
unpopularity  grew,  fewer  than  26,000  coins  were  struck  for  circulation  in 
1876.  During  the  next  two  years,  only  proof  issues  were  coined  for  collec- 
tors. The  two  great  rarities  of  this  series  are  the  1876-CC  and  the  1875-S  as  a 
branch  mint  proof. 
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No  articles  have  appeared  in  the  Gobrecht  Journal  dealing  with  the 
relative  or  absolute  rarity  of  this  short  series.  Roy  Rauch,  however,  did  write 
a  fine  article  in  1974  on  the  History  of  the  U.S.  Twenty  Cent  Piece.  His  article 
covers  the  legislation  leading  to  the  coinage  of  this  series  as  well  as  discus- 
sions on  the  two  renown  rarities.  In  a  later  article  published  in  1975,  Roy  also 
examined  the  pedigree  of  six  known  1875-S  proof  specimens.  Both  of  these 
articles  can  be  found  in  the  Gobrecht  Journal,  Collective  Volume  Number  One. 

More  recently,  another  1875-S  proof  has  been  discovered  and  was  adver- 
tised for  sale  by  Mid-American  Rare  Coin  Auctions,  Inc.  January  8-9,  1987, 
F.U.N.  Sale.  This  coin  is  shown  in  the  auction  catalog  as  Lot  428  with 
blowups  and  is  graded  as  a  Proof-63  specimen.  Since  most  of  the  known 
1875-S  proofs  are  impaired,  this  example  ranks  as  one  of  the  finest  known. 
The  cataloger,  however,  claims  that  the  reverse  is  unlisted  and  therefore  it  is 
important  to  give  a  description  of  the  reverse  die:  "Right  base  of  I  in  UNITED 
missing;  left  pendant  of  T  in  UNITED  separated;  middle  bars  of  E's  in 
UNITED  and  STATES  separated;  left  pendant  of  first  T  in  STATES  separated; 
left  serifs  of  the  E  in  STATES  missing  or  miniscule;  left  pendant  of  T  in 
CENTS  barely  attached;  feathers  on  either  side  of  the  eagle's  breast  polished 
out;  die  scratch  from  eagle's  crotch  behind  leg  and  tail  to  eagle's  left  wing." 

In  1980,  Montfort  Johnsen  wrote  an  article  on  the  1876-CC  twenty  cent 
piece  describing  the  events  that  may  have  been  responsible  for  its  extreme 
rarity.  His  publication  appeared  in  the  Gobrecht  Journal,  Collective  Volume 
Number  Two. 

The  primary  purpose  of  this  article  is  to  tie  the  loose  ends  together  and  to 
give  the  overall  scarcity/rarity  of  the  entire  series.  In  researching  this  article, 
my  first  notion  was  to  look  at  the  auction  results  for  1985  believing  it  to  be  a 
reasonable  guide  as  to  the  relative  scarcity  of  the  series.  Certainly  enough 
coins  had  traded  hands  during  this  time  frame  to  get  a  good  indication  as  to 
their  scarcity.  Not  true!  The  1985  auction  records  for  the  1877  and  the  1878 
proof  only  issues  listed  18  specimens  sold  for  the  former  and  17  specimens 
sold  for  the  latter.  One  could  get  the  false  impression  from  these  results 
that  the  two  proof  dates  are  of  near  equal  rarity.  In  order  to  get  an  accurate 
profile  on  the  scarcity  of  these  two  dates,  as  well  as  for  the  others  of  this 
series,  seven  more  years  of  auction  records  were  examined  (1972-1978). 

In  Table  I,  the  eight  year  auction  survey  shows  the  relative  rarity  for  the 
twenty  cent  piece  series.  The  results  show  that  the  regular  issues  for  the 
1875  and  the  1875-CC  are  closely  grouped  in  terms  of  scarcity.  Also,  the 
"true"  scarcity  of  the  1877  versus  the  1878  proof  comes  into  focus. 

Even  though  350  and  760  proof  coins  were  produced  for  1877  and  1878 
respectively,  Walter  Breen  estimates  that  only  about  300  and  500  pieces  in 
the  above  order  were  actually  distributed  to  collectors  in  his  Encyclopedia  of 
Proof  Coinage.  The  eight  year  survey  definitely  shows  that  the  1878  is  more 
readily  available  compared  to  the  other  proof  issues. 

A  numismatic  question  that  needs  to  be  resolved  is  what  happened  to  all 
of  the  1875  and  1876  proof  twenty  cent  pieces  that  were  coined?  The  survey 
clearly  shows  that  these  two  dates  are  about  as  scarce  as  the  1877  issue. 
Dave  Bowers  was  also  troubled  by  the  large  proof  mintage  of  the  1875  proof 
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TABLE  I 

Auction  Records  of  Twenty  Cent  Pieces 

1972-1978^  and  1985^ 


Date 

Quantity' 
minieu 

Prnnf 
r  1 UUI 

MS-67/69  MS-65/66  Mi-60/63  AU-50/55 

EF-40/45 

VF-20/30 

F-12 

VG-8 

Total 

1(5/0 

7nn 

11 

11 

\  41 

55 

30 

15 

5 

1 

240 

1  JO , cjU 

4 

18 

62 

42 

15 

10 

3 

8 

162 

1875-S 

1,155,000 

2 

18 

50 

155 

116 

78 

47 

10 

16 

492 

1876 

15,900 

76 

15 

13 

32 

31 

27 

8 

2 

0 

204 

1876-CC 

10,000 

1 

0 

4 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

6 

1877 

350 

81 

81 

1878 

600 

124 

124 

'  Romes  Prices  Realized,  1972-1978  Silver  Edition,  Volume  II,  published  by  Rome  Reports,  Inc.,  New  York,  N.Y.,  1979. 
'  1986  Auction  Prices  Realized  for  1985.  Krause  Publications,  Inc. 
'  Mintages  as  given  in  fled  Book,  1987 


TABLE  II 

Rarity  Levels  for  Twenty-Cent  Pieces 


Level  1:  1876-CC 
Level  2:  1876 
Level  3:  1875,  1875-CC 
Level  4:  1875-S 


Regular  Issues 

about  12  known 

about  200-600  known 

about  400-1,200  known  for  each  date 

nfiore  than  2,000  known 


Proof  Issues 

Level  1:  1875-S  about  7  known 

Level  2:  1875,  1876,  1877    about  125-275  known  for  each  date 

Level  3:  1878  about  200-450  known 
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in  relationship  to  the  pieces  now  available  to  collectors.  He  nriade  the  follow- 
ing comment  in  the  Emery-Nichols  auction  catalog  in  1984  on  the  1875  proof 
twenty  cent  piece:  "Although  the  Guide  Book  suggests  that  the  awesome 
quantity  of  2,790  proofs  were  minted,  it  seems  reasonable  to  assume  that 
most  of  these  were  never  distributed." 

In  Table  II,  the  twenty  cent  pieces  are  listed  in  rarity  levels  based  on  the 
relative  rarity  seen  in  the  survey.  Also,  an  attempt  has  been  made  to 
estimate  the  coins  extant  in  the  series  based  on  the  work  of  others  and  my 
own  analyses. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  1875-S  regular  issue  is  by  far  the  most  com- 
mon twenty  cent  piece  available  to  collectors.  It  seems  ironic  that  the  same 
issue  in  proof  would  turn  out  to  be  the  rarest  proof  of  all.  Only  12  branch 
mint  proofs  were  alleged  to  have  been  struck  for  the  1875-S  date. 


Except  as  noted,  the  following  are  completely  original  and  problem  free. 


HALF  DIME 

1869-S      Recutia,  EF-40  $  40 

DIME 

1872-S     Light  marks,  VF-20    $  60 

TWENTY  CENTS 

1875-CC    Nice,  VF-30   $155 

QUARTERS 

1843-0      VF-30   $  70 

1861  VF-20   18 

1862  Nice,  AU-50   95 

1870       Scarce,  EF-40    135 


HALF  DOLLARS 

1841-0      VF/F    $  40 

1841-0     VG-8   18 

1858-S     Dipped^now  toned,  EF-40   105 

1868-S      Sharp,  EF-45    65 

1871-  CC    Just  worn.  Fair   40 

1872-  S     Med.-smalls,  EF-45   110 

1875-S     Very  smalls,  EF-40    60 

1877-S      Micro  s,  EF-40   60 

Whitman  Bookshelf  Albums  (VP-New) 

5'  1837-1873    $  11 

25'          1838-1891  (2  parts)   19 

50'          1839-1891  (2  parts)   19 

$1          1873-1883  Trade  Dollars    11 

Whitman  Folders  (VF-New) 

10«          1837-1891  (2  parts)  $  5 

10*         1863-1891  (extra  copy)    2 


Other  coin  albums  available.  Send  BASE  for  list. 

All  coins  may  be  returned  within  14  days  of  invoice  for  a  full  refund.  Please  add  $1.50 
postage  and  packaging  with  all  orders. 


David  W.  Lange       LSCC  #488 

P.O.  Box  3497 
San  Francisco,  CA  94119 

Telephone  (415)  872-0295 
(6:00-9:00  p.m.  Pacific  Time) 
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AN  INTERESTING  1857  DIME  WITH  RECUT  185  IN  DATE 

by 

Al  BIythe 

From  sharp  eyes  and  the  aid  of  magnification  come  new  discoveries. .  .to 
paraphrase  a  fairly  well-known  commercial!  This  was  the  case,  however, 
with  the  1857  Liberty  Seated  dime  described  in  this  article. 

Newly  acquired  specimens,  especially  those  of  the  quality  of  the  uncircu- 
lated, semi-prooflike  1857  dime  that  I  recently  purchased,  receive  more  than 
just  a  cursory  inspection  once  they  become  a  part  of  my  collection.  The  1857 
date  with  a  mintage  of  5,580,000  pieces  would  rank  in  a  category  as  one  of  the 
more  common  dates  in  the  series.  The  example  of  this  date  that  I  own,  how- 
ever, shows  evidence  of  die  polishing  on  the  obverse  and  reverse,  and  there 
are  differences  in  its  characteristics  that  don't  match  up  with  any  of  the 
varieties  already  described  in  the  Ahwash  encyclopedia  on  Liberty  Seated 
dimes. 

Die  characteristics  of  my  coin  are  as  follows: 

1.  Shield  position  in  relation  to  the  1  is  at  the  8th  stripe. 

2.  The  1,  8  and  5  appear  to  be  recut  with  a  peculiar  notching  as 
pointed  out  by  the  arrows  on  the  1  and  8.  Recutting  of  the  5 
appears  within  the  area  to  the  right  of  the  knob  and  the  5  is  open. 

3.  None  of  the  stars  have  chips  around  them. 

4.  The  pendant  falls  over  the  center  of  the  5. 

5.  The  entire  date  slants  up  to  the  right  and  is  low  in  relation  to  the 
base  of  the  rock. 

6.  All  other  measurements  of  this  coin  are  as  described  in  the 
Ahwash  encyclopedia  for  this  date. 

I  don't  believe  that  this  coin  and  its  attributes  have  been  described 
previously  in  the  literature.  Comments  and/or  observations  regarding  this 
particular  coin  and  my  description  are  certainly  most  welcome.  I  may  be  con- 
tacted by  writing  to  Al  BIythe,  P.O.  Box  1443,  Placentia,  CA  92670. 
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HALF  DIMES 

1838  No  Drapery,  Choice  AU  $110 

1839  No  Drapery,  AU   110 

1840  With  Drapery,  Good   18 

1840-0     With  Drapery,  VF   95 

1848        Medium  Date,  VF   18 

1848  Large  Date,  Choice  XF   125 

1849  9/8,  XF/AU   130 

1851-0     VF    28 

1853-0     With  Arrows,  VF   21 

1864-  S     AU    295 

DIMES 

1837       No  Stars,  Good  $  20 

1837  No  Stars,  Nice  Toned  AU    575 

1840-  0     No  Drapery,  VF   32 

1841-  0     Choice  AU+   178 

1843-0     NiceVF   215 

1859-0     VF/F    18 

1873       With  Arrows,  F   15 

1873-  S     With  Arrows,  VF   52 

1874-  S     With  Arrows,  Choice  XF   165 

QUARTERS 

1838  No  Drapery,  Choice  AU  $355 

1842-  0     Large  Date,  Choice  AU   275 

1850-  0     VF    85 

1851        VF    105 

1853  Arrows  &  Rays,  VG   12 

1857-S     Choice  XF   405 

1858       Fine-H    20 

1862        VF    24 

1864       Choice  VF   142 

1865-  S     XF    395 

1875       Choice  AU   135 

1876-S      AU-50   95 

1877       AU  slider  with  gold  toning   155 

1878-CC    Fine   48 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1840       Small  Letters,  AU  $125 

1842        Large  Date,  nice  AU   125 

1851-  0     Choice  AU,  sharp   250 

1854  With  Arrows,  AU   225 


HALF  DOLLARS  Continued 

1854       With  Arrows,  Choice  AU  $240 

1854-  0     With  Arrows,  Choice  AU   225 

1855-  0     With  Arrows,  VG   22 

1855-  0     With  Arrows,  AU   210 

1856-  0     Darkened,  Nice  AU   115 

1858  Choice  XF/AU    95 

1858-  0     Choice  AU   105 

1859  Choice  AU   110 

1859-  0     NiceAU    105 

1860-  S     Medium  S,AU   195 

1867-S     XF-40   52 

1870-S     Choice  AU,  Toned   125 

1873-CC    No  Arrows,  Good    100 

1874        With  Arrows,  AU   310 

1876  Choice  AU,  dark   125 

1876-S     Toned,  Choice  AU   100 

1879       Choice  AU-h,  Toned   465 

1889       Toned  Choice  AU    560 

DOLLARS 

1844        VF   $325 

1846-0     XF    480 

1846-0     AU   1350 

1847        NiceAU    530 

1849        VF    295 

1849       Choice  XF   360 

1850-0     Toned  Choice  AU   1445 

1872-S     VF    510 

1872-  S     XF-40    560 

1873        VF+   280 

TRADE  DOLLARS 

1873  VF   $125 

1873-  CC    Choice  AU,  Lite  Toning   575 

1874  VF    140 

1874-  S      AU   225 

1875-  S      AU   235 

1876-  S     Choice  AU,  Slider   255 

1877  DarkAU   235 

1877-  S     Choice  XF   135 

1877-  S     AU   235 

1878-  S     XF    120 

1878-S     Super  Slider  AU   250 

1878-S      MS-60    425 


1.  10  Day  Return  Privilege  with  Coin  in  Original  Holder, 
for  any  reason. 

2.  Ail  Orders  Postage  Free. 

3.  Personal  Checks  Must  Clear. 

4.  Member  ANA,  FUN,  MSNS  and  CSNS 

FRANK  LEISTER  RARE  COINS  •  LSCC#746 
P.O.  Box  252  •  Vero  Beach,  Florida  32961 

(305)  562-1 066  or  (305)  562-3977     7  Days  &  Evenings  (9  a.m.  -  9  p.m.) 
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LIBERTY  SEATED  HALF  DOLLAR  VARIETIES 
The  Challenge  of  Several  Lifetimes 

by 

Terry  A.  Kaye 

When  receiving  each  issue  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal,  it  is  interesting  to 
read  the  information  regarding  the  new  discoveries  of  die  varieties  in  the 
Liberty  Seated  half  dollar  series.  Each  issue  increases  an  already  lengthy 
listing  and  expands  the  challenge  of  collecting  this  series.  Perhaps  it  is  timely 
to  review  this  entire  series  and  make  a  prediction  on  the  number  of  die 
varieties  that  will  have  been  identified  by  the  time  the  final  chapter  is  written 
on  this  series. 

A  complete  set  of  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars  by  date  and  mintmark  would 
consist  of  108  coins.  By  adding  the  size  and  mintmark  position  varieties,  the 
set  would  expand  to  300-350  coins.  Compiling  all  of  the  information  pub- 
lished in  M.L  Beistle's  A  Register  of  Half  Dollar  Die  Varieties  and  all  of  the 
information  published  in  the  Gobrecht  Journal  since  1973,  the  set  would  fur- 
ther expand  to  750  -  800  coins.  Locating  all  of  these  varieties  would  be  a  for- 
midable challenge  and  would  probably  represent  a  lifetime  commitment  to 
accomplish. 

How  far  have  we  really  come  in  identifying  the  die  varieties  of  this  series? 
Have  we  just  discovered  the  tip  of  the  iceberg  or  is  someone  ready  to  write 
the  definitive  final  chapter?  Let  us  examine  some  of  the  published  informa- 
tion about  the  series.  The  total  Liberty  Seated  half  dollar  coinage  represents 
approximately  155  million  coins.  Walter  Breen  has  stated  that  during  this 
time  period  for  this  size  coin,  it  would  be  reasonable  to  expect  a  die  life  of 
200-220  thousand  coins  per  die.  Randall  Wiley  has  stated  that  it  is 
reasonable  to  expect  that  about  1,000  different  reverse  dies  were  used  to 
strike  these  coins.  Using  only  this  information,  it  may  be  reasonable  to  pro- 
ject that  not  less  than  750-1,000  die  varieties  exist. 

More  variables  may  be  factored  into  the  process  by  taking  a  closer  look  at 
several  specific  issues.  The  1870-CC  issue  provides  an  excellent  illustration. 
With  a  reported  mintage  of  only  54,167  three  (3)  different  obverse  and  three  (3) 
different  reverse  dies  were  used  to  produce  five  (5)  different  die  pair  combin- 
ations. The  1854-0  half  dollar  Is  another  interesting  issue.  Bill  Bugert  has 
substantiated,  through  die  shipment  records,  that  a  total  of  fifty-five  (55) 
obverse  and  thirty-three  (33)  reverse  dies  were  available  for  use  by  the  branch 
mint  for  that  year.  With  a  mintage  of  5.24  million  coins,  this  issue  should 
provide  some  interesting  die  marriage  combinations.  Since  it  is  apparent 
that  an  obverse  die  was  paired  with  one  or  more  reverse  dies  and  vice  versa, 
the  set  of  die  varieties  grows  considerably. 

Turning  to  the  task  at  hand,  it  is  time  to  make  an  estimate  of  the  number  of 
die  varieties  for  the  series.  Although  somewhat  lacking  in  scientific  method 
or  process,  the  estimate  represents  an  educated  guess  and  a  strong  gut  feel- 
ing. Please  be  advised  that  the  real  value  of  this  number  lies  in  the  potential 
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interest  that  it  may  generate  as  well  as  the  challenge  it  represents.  My 
estimate  for  the  number  of  die  varieties  in  the  Seated  half  dollar  series 
is  2,700. 

It  is  a  number  that  represents  a  challenge  that  could  consume  several 
lifetimes,  and  may  even  describe  the  pursuit  of  an  impossible  dream. 
However,  the  fact  remains,  that  as  we  work  together  as  a  group  and  continue 
to  share  the  information  on  this  series,  we  have  a  good  chance  of  reaching 
that  impossible  dream.  It  is  exciting  to  think  that  someday,  the  die  variety 
collector  of  the  Liberty  Seated  half  dollar  series  may  conquer  one  of  the  few 
frontiers  left  in  numismatics.  That  would  certainly  justify  the  time  and  effort 
expended  in  accomplishing  this  worthwhile  goal. 


LIBERTY  SEATED  DOLLARS 
Buy  —  Sell  —  Trade 

Dennis  Garstang 

P.O.Box  K 
Belle,  Missouri  65013 

Phone  314  ■  364-5095  (evening) 
Member  LSCC,  ANA,  MNS,  CSNS,  EAC 


ON  THE  COVER 

The  cover  coin  on  Issues  37  through  39  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal  presents 
the  obverse  and  reverse  of  the  Gobrecht  Dollar  of  December  1836.  This  coin 
was  chosen  as  the  cover  coin  by  club  members  attending  the  Annual 
Meeting  in  Milwaukee  in  August  to  commemorate  the  150th  anniversary  of 
the  first  striking  of  Gobrecht  Dollars.  The  cover  photograph  and  the 
photographs  appearing  in  the  Issue  #37  article  about  Gobrecht  Dollars  were 
furnished  courtesy  of  Stacks,  Q.  David  Bowers,  and  Mid-American  Rare 
Coins. 
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AN  1860  S  QUARTER 

by 

William  Cregan 


Sometime  in  the  late  1860s  in  San  Francisco  or  someplace  else  in  the  old 
west,  a  nice  very  fine  condition  1860-S  Liberty  Seated  quarter  was 
ceremoniously  extracted  from  circulation.  This  coin  was  then  carefully 
stored  for  the  next  120  years  until  it  was  offered  for  sale  at  the  Long  Beach 
Stamp  and  Coin  Exposition  bourse  last  year.  Struck  by  the  coin's  entrancing 
appearance,  I  purchased  the  piece  with  little  hesitation. 

Judging  from  my  close  examination  of  the  coin,  it  must  be  one  of  the  bet- 
ter known  examples  of  this  very  scarce  date.  Its  surfaces  appear  to  be 
original,  or  possibly  carefully  cleaned  years  ago,  and  the  surfaces  are  nearly 
absent  of  bag  marks  or  circulation  abrasion.  To  me  it  is  one  of  the  best 
preserved  pieces  of  this  date  in  existence,  and  this  raises  questions  about 
its  origin  and  mysterious  past. 

Technically,  the  quarter  grades  better  than  ordinary  very  fine,  and  bears  all 
the  die  characteristics  of  a  genuine  1860-S  quarter.  Its  mintmark  and  date 
placement  match  all  other  genuine  coins  I've  examined,  and  it  displays  the 
concave  eagle's  eye  that  is  a  key  characteristic  of  all  genuine  pieces  of  this 
date.  This  characteristic  was  described  by  John  McCloskey  in  Issue  #6  of 
the  Journal  and  reprinted  in  the  Collective  Volume  Number  One.  To  my 
knowledge,  the  1860-S  quarter  was  struck  from  only  one  pair  of  dies.  Beyond 
the  coin's  technical  grade,  I  get  an  uncanny  feeling  from  examining  it.  From 
its  sharpness,  the  coin  could  not  have  circulated  for  more  than  five  or  so 
years  in  the  early  and  isolated  old  West.  Someone  during  that  time  saved  it 
from  certain  oblivion  and  preserved  it  to  be  appreciated  and  pondered  in  the 
future.  Who  was  the  dead  phantom  who  did  this,  and  what  was  the  occa- 
sion? I'm  not  totally  familiar  with  the  social  customs  of  the  time,  but  I  hope 
it  was  a  happy  one  in  a  period  that  was  infected  with  greed,  prejudice, 
loneliness  and  sudden  death  from  either  disease  or  violence. 

This  1860-S  quarter  is  more  than  a  nice  specimen  of  a  scarce  date,  it  is  a 
piece  of  a  mystery  that  will  probably  never  be  fully  understood. 
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BLUE  CHIP  NUMISMATICS 


HALF  DIMES 

1838        No  Drapery.  A  dusty  silver-gray 
color  with  iridescent  toning  about 
the  periphery.  AU55  $185 

1840  No  Drapery.  Lustrous  with  a 
golden-brown  toning  about  the 
devices.  AU55   195 

1848        Large  date.  Sharply  struck  and 
lustrous  with  a  multi-colored 
iridescence  at  the  edges. 
MS60    395 

DIMES 

1837        No  stars.  Large  date.  Multi-hued 
iridescent  toning  over  gray  satiny 
surfaces.  Letters  in  legend  recut. 
AU55  $695 

1853        No  Arrows.  A  choice  original  gray 
color.  Rare.  EF40    250 

1887  Fully  struck  and  lustrous  with  a 
whisper  of  lilac  toning  about  the 
periphery.  MS60+    285 

1890        Lustrous.  AU58   150 

QUARTERS 

1857        An  attractive  golden-brown  toning 
on  both  sides.  AU55   $150 

1861  Multi-colored  iridescent  toning. 
AU55   140 

1862  Brilliant  sih/er-white  surfaces. 
AU50   110 

1873        Arrows.  Sharply  struck  with  full 
mint  lustre.  AU58    525 

TWENTY  CENT  PIECE 

1875        Mintage  of  39,700.  The  cameo 

devices  are  surrounded  by  prooflike 
surfaces.  Choice  AU55  $450 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1841  A  slivery-gray  color  with  original 
mint  lustre  in  the  protected  areas. 
Some  multi-colored  toning  about 
the  periphery.  Recut  "1"  and  the 
shattered-die  obverse  die  variety. 
EF45  $325 


HALF  DOLLARS  (Continued) 
1842        Large  date.  Recut  date  with  the 
original  cut  to  the  right.  Beistle's 
40.  Rare.  VF25    95 

1842-0      Small  date.  The  variety  with  the 
mintmark  centered  below  the 
crotch  in  the  field.  A  choice  gray 
color  with  darker  hues  about 
the  edges.  VF25   3250 

1846-0      Tall  date.  One  heavy  line  of  drap. 

and  a  shattered  die  reverse  A  gray 
color  with  darker  hues  about  the 
devices.  Rare.  EF40    475 

1846-0      Medium  date.  A  smoky  gray  color. 
The  shattered  die  reverse  is  the 
same  as  the  one  previously  des- 
cribed in  the  1846-0,  tall  date. 
An  interesting  transitional  die 
marriage  for  the  variety 
specialists.  AU50    225 

1850        Recut  date.  An  original  gray  color 
surrounds  lustrous  devices  with 
blue  toning  at  the  edges. 
AU50   525 

1856/6-0  Choice  original  steel  gray  toning 

about  lighter  devices.  EF4G  . .  85 

1864-S      Large  S.  A  sihrery  gray  color  with 
some  darker  hues  about  the 
devices.  AU50   125 

1868-S      High  date.  Very  small  S. 

A  superb  strike  and  an  original 
russet-gray  color.  EF40  145 

1870        An  original  gray  color  with  some 
iridescent  tones  about  the 
periphery.  Underrated  in  higher 
grades.  EF40  115 

1874        Arrows.  A  multi-colored  iridescent 
toning.  EF40   165 

1877        An  original  gray  color  with  gunmetal 
blues  and  grays  about  the 
periphery.  Choice  EF45   85 

1891        An  even  original  gray  color  with  blue 
tones  about  the  periphery.  Choice 
for  the  grade.  EF40   195 


TERMS  OF  SALE 

1.  The  ANA  grading  system  is  employed. 

2.  Tliirty  day  return  privilege. 

3.  Thank  You. 

Terry  A.  Kaye 

30  East  Central  Parkway  •  Suite  825 
Cincinnati,  Ohio  45202 

Telephone  •  (513)  381-0216 


LSCC  #742 
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SOME  QUESTIONS  ON  SURVIVAL  RATIOS 
OF  LIBERTY  SEATED  DOLLARS 

by 

Dale  R.  Phelan 

As  a  new  LSCC  club  member  with  30  years  experience  in  collecting  Liberty 
Seated  coinage,  I  would  like  to  offer  my  ideas  on  the  survival  ratios  of  Seated 
dollars.  I  would  also  like  to  ask  for  other  club  members  to  help  resolve  the 
mystery  as  to  why  certain  dates  in  this  series  are  so  rare  and  other  dates 
with  low  mintage  fairly  common.  For  most  of  the  period  from  1840  to  1873  the 
Seated  dollar  was  worth  more  than  face  value  as  bullion.  However,  many  of 
these  pieces  were  stored  in  Treasury  vaults  and  were  not 
released  until  after  1873  when  silver  prices  dropped.  The  dollars  that  survived 
until  1873  were  only  melted  as  they  wore  out  many  years  later.  Some 
may  also  have  been  melted  under  the  Pittman  Act  in  1918.  The  mystery  lies  in 
why  many  dates  were  melted  before  1873  and  in  which  dates  were  melted 
before  1873. 


Some  questions  come  to  mind.  Why  is  the  1854  dollar  with  a  mintage  of 
33,000  many  times  rarer  than  the  1844  date  with  a  mintage  of  20,000?  Also, 
why  is  the  1861  business  strike  dollar  as  rare  or  rarer  than  the  low  mintage 
1862  dollar?  Were  any  of  the  1861  dollars  melted  during  the  Civil  War  as  a 
result  of  the  suspension  of  specie  in  December  1861?  If  these  dollars  had 
stayed  in  Treasury  vaults  during  this  period  they  would  have  been  released 
after  1873  and  we  would  see  more  of  them  around  today.  The  secret  may  be 
resolved  by  a  study  of  the  mintage  figures  for  the  1851  and  1852  dollars,  my 
favorite  Seated  dollars  for  which  I  believe  only  about  2%  of  the  regular 
strikes  still  survive.  In  1859,  due  to  collector  demand  for  these  rare  dates, 
restrikes  were  made.  There  were  fewer  than  200  dollar  collectors  at  this  time 
and  1300  pieces  were  struck  in  1851.  If  these  pieces  were  still  in  storage  at 
the  Treasury  in  1859  there  would  have  been  more  than  enough  to  fill  collector 
needs.  It  is  obvious  that  many  of  the  1851  and  1852  dollars  had  already  been 
melted  by  1859  or  restrikes  would  not  have  been  made.  Due  to  California 
gold  discoveries  the  silver  dollar  was  worth  $1.02  in  gold  in  1851  and  could 
not  circulate.  It  is  my  guess  that  most  of  the  pieces  dated  1851  to  1861  were 
melted  about  the  time  of  issue  and  did  not  even  have  a  chance  to  get  hoarded. 

There  was  one  interesting  footnote  in  an  old  1954  Wayte  Raymond  U.S. 
Coin  Catalogue  as  follows,  "Nov.  11, 1854: 10,000  newly  minted  silver  dollars 
shipped  to  San  Francisco  to  meet  demand  for  small  change.  Most  of  subse- 
quent coinage  of  this  denomination  also  went  west".  This  footnote  raises 
some  interesting  questions.  Since  dollars  did  circulate  in  the  old  West,  why 
do  so  few  low  grade  pieces  exist  for  the  years  from  1854  to  1857?  As  scarce 
as  it  is,  why  does  the  1859-S  dollar  turn  up  more  often  than  the  higher  mint- 
age Philadelphia  dates  from  1854  to  1857? 
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On  the  Carson  City  issues,  I  would  agree  with  John  Kroon  that  a  bag  of 
1873-CC  dollars  was  melted  in  February  1873  when  coinage  of  the  Standard 
dollar  was  stopped.  This  would  account  for  the  fact  that  the  1873-CC  dollar  is 
a  little  rarer  today  than  the  1871-CC  dollar  with  a  lower  nnintage. 

I  would  like  to  wrap  up  nny  thoughts  with  a  few  questions  that  need  to 
be  resolved. 

1.  Why  are  1851  to  1861  Philadelphia  mint  dollars  much  rarer  than 
other  dates  in  the  series? 

2.  Were  any  Seated  dollars  melted  in  1918  under  the  Pittman  Act? 

3.  Were  any  rare  date  Seated  dollars  found  in  the  great  Treasury 
release  of  1962? 

4.  Liberty  Seated  dollars  dated  1853  and  later  had  more  silver  than  the 
smaller  denominations  of  this  period.  Did  other  nations  demand 
payment  in  dollars  only  and  then  melt  them  down  upon  receipt  only 
to  restrike  them  into  their  own  coinage? 


SEATED  QUARTERS 


1851-0  Very  fine,  scarce  date,  ex-Ahwash  $700 

1864-S  Extremely  fine,  rare  in  ttiis  condition   900 

1871-S  Stiarp  very  fine,  rare,  ex-Ahwash   800 

1880  Extremely  fine,  scarce  date   400 

1882  Strong  very  fine,  ex-Ahwash   350 

1888  Strong  extremely  fine,  another  scarce  issue   450 


TERMS:  All  coins  are  one-of-a-kind,  call  to  confirm  availability. 

Personal  checks  must  clear.  Postage  and  insurance  paid. 
Old-time  grading,  15-day  return  privilege  for  any  reason. 

Ken  Purdy       LSCC  121 

Box  426,  Frederiksted,  VI  00840 
(809)  772-1113  evenings 
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WOULD  YOU  RATHER  OWN  AN  1867  SILVER  DOLLAR 
IN  GEM  PROOF  OR  GEM  UNCIRCULATED  CONDITION? 

by 

Weimar  W.  White 


Many  of  my  collector  friends  have  diverse  opinions  on  their  preference  of 
owning  a  proof  or  an  uncirculated  coin  of  the  same  date.  A  survey  was  made 
using  the  1867  Liberty  Seated  dollar  as  an  example  to  try  to  sort  out  these 
philosophical  differences.  The  twenty  collectors  interviewed  produced 
about  an  even  response  as  to  the  desirability  of  owning  the  proof  or  the 
uncirculated  specimen. 

A  summary  of  the  opinions  in  favor  of  each  case  is  given.  There  was  no 
attempt  to  single  out  the  different  varieties  for  the  1867  dollar. 

The  Case  for  the  1867  Proof  Dollar 

1.  The  proof  represents  a  Liberty  Seated  dollar  at  its  best.  It  is  more  apt  to 
portray  the  original  rendition  of  the  Gobrecht  design. 

2.  The  specially  prepared  dies,  planchets  and  higher  than  normal  striking 
pressures  give  a  greater  contrast  between  the  fields  and  devices. 
Therefore,  the  1867  proof  would  be  more  desirable  to  own. 

3.  Multiple  strikes  produce  a  higher  quality  coin. 

4.  An  1867  dollar  in  gem  proof  condition  would  be  in  a  museum  piece, 
breathtaking  in  beauty. 

5.  A  rarity  in  top  condition,  since  only  625  proof  specimens  were  originally 
coined. 

6.  The  caviar  of  silver  dollar  collecting.  It  is  very  difficult  to  find  original 
coins  with  surfaces  that  are  not  impaired.  The  surfaces  of  a  proof  dollar 
are  more  sensitive  to  damage  compared  to  a  regular  issue  coin. 
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The  Case  for  the  1867  Business  Strike  Dollar 

1.  A  major  rarity  in  gem  uncirculated  condition  since  very  few  were  saved  in 
mint  state. 

2.  The  proof  issue  was  made  by  a  different  method  of  manufacture  and 
therefore,  the  two  coins  cannot  be  compared.  The  collecting  of  regular 
issues  is  the  backbone  of  numismatics. 

3.  Proof  issues  should  not  be  considered  part  of  the  dollar  series;  proof 
restrikes  were  made  of  several  different  dates  for  the  benefit  of 
speculators  and  investors. 

4.  Top  condition  uncirculated  Liberty  Seated  dollars  are  generally  rarer 
than  proofs  and  therefore  the  mint  state  1867  dollar  would  be  more 
desirable  to  own. 

5.  The  1867  mint  state  regular  issue  is  the  coin  of  choice;  who  has  seen  one 
in  gem  uncirculated  condition? 

6.  The  regular  issue  has  a  greater  potential  for  monetary  appreciation. 

The  preference  as  to  which  type  of  dollar  is  the  most  desirable  to  own 
rests  with  the  individual  collector.  There  cannot  be  a  right  or  wrong  answer 
but  just  a  difference  of  opinion.  That  is  what  helps  to  make  numismatics  an 
exciting  hobby. 

Proof  dollars  of  this  era  were  often  subjected  to  damage  once  they  left  the 
mint.  These  heavy  coins  sometimes  fell  out  of  their  paper  mint  wrappers. 
These  wrappers  contained  sulfur  compounds  which  were  responsible  for 
producing  a  sulfide  coating  on  coin  surfaces  during  long  periods  of  storage. 
Some  collectors  eager  to  remove  the  discoloration  frequently  used  a  clean- 
ing method  that  left  thousands  of  faint  hairlines  on  the  surfaces.  Even  wip- 
ing the  delicate  mirrorlike  surfaces  with  a  "soft"  cloth  would  leave  hairlines. 
Silver  sulfide  removal  solutions,  which  contain  acid  and  thiourea,  can  leave 
the  reflective  surfaces  dulled  from  attack  to  the  silver  alloy.  Those  proof 
dollars  that  have  survived  virtually  unimpaired  into  the  twentieth  century  are 
indeed  prized  specimens  and  coveted  by  their  owners. 

The  1867  dollar  pictured  with  this  article  is  an  original  untampered  with 
proof. 


A  regional  meeting  of  LSCC  will  be  held  in  conjunction  with  the  Spring 
Convention  of  the  California  State  Numismatic  Association.  The  convention 
runs  May  1,  2,  and  3, 1987  and  is  being  held  at  the  Cathedral  Hill  Hotel  in  San 
Francisco.  A  room  will  be  reserved  for  LSCC,  and  the  meeting  is  tentatively 
scheduled  for  5:00  p.m.,  Saturday,  May  2.  Members  are  encouraged  to  bring 
along  favorite  Seated  coins  to  share  with  those  in  attendance.  Also,  con- 
sider bringing  an  acquaintance  who  may  be  interested  in  LSCC.  A  confirmed 
meeting  time  and  place  will  appear  in  the  convention  program,  available  at 
the  registration  desk. 


REGIONAL  MEETING  OF  LSCC  IN  SAN  FRANCISCO 
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HALF  DIMES 

1844  1844/1844  Choice  BU+  $350 

1848-  0     Choice  BU+   525 

1854        AU  +   70 

1855-  0      XF    75 

1860        Transitional,  Gem  Unc  4250 

1860-0     Choice  Unc   185 

1872-  S  Choice  BU,  mintmarit  in  wreath  175 

DIMES 

1847  Variety  1,XF  $  85 

1856-  S      Choice  Fine   145 

1858-  S      XF   275 

1859-  S      VG    85 

1860-  S  VF  48 

1860-  S     VF,  slightly  rough  surfaces   375 

1861-  S     XF   115 

1862-  S      XF/AU    145 

1863-  S      VF    55 

1864        VG/F    300 

1865-S      VF+   50 

1873-  CC    VG    475 

1880  VF   185 

1881  Choice  BU,  frosty   375 

1885-S      Choice  BU+  4750 

QUARTERS 

1838        XF  +,  light  pin  scratch  $135 

1841-  0     XF,  cleaned   65 

1842-  0     Small  Date,  nice  VF   800 

1845  XF    47 

1845/5      XF-i-   65 

1848  Doubled  Date,  VF    75 

1848        Doubled  Date,  VF/XF    90 

1849-  0      VG    375 

1850        VF    75 

1852  VG/F    45 

1853/2     Fine    250 

1853  A&R,  Choice  BU,  some  bag  marks  450 

1853/4     Fine    80 

1855-0      Broken  0,  Fine   47 

1855-0      Broken  0,VF    95 

1855-S      Fine   45 

1855-  S  XF,  old  cleaning,  some  ticks   .  165 

1856-  S  S/S,  XF/AU,  button  obverse  .  350 
1856-S      XF-t-   290 

1856-  0     Choice  AU  + -I- +   200 

1857-  S      Choice  Unc,  some  ticks  1550 

1858-  S      VG/F    33 

1861-S     G/VG,  cleaned    35 

1878-S  AU   

LARRY  BRIGGS  RARE  COINS 

P.O.  BOX  187  •  LIMA,  OHIO  45802 
Telephone  (419)  228-2285  days, 
(419)  229-5609  nights 

WANT  LISTS  SOLICITED  -  OTHER  COINS  IN  STOCK 
14  Day  Return  Privilege       •       Approval  Service  With  References 


QUARTERS  (Continued) 

1864-  S  Fr/AG   %  42 

1865  VG,  reverse  rim  bump   52 

1865-  S  Choice  VF/XF   245 

1866  VG,  very  rare   190 

1866  Choice  XF  500 

1866  Toned  Choice  AU,  old  cleaning  750 

1866-  S  Choice  F/VF  325 
1870  VF    95 

1870-  CC  G/VG   1050 

1871 -  CC  Good   650 

1872-  S  VG-H   275 

1875-S  BU,  Variety  4-D   400 

1877-S  PL  AU,  dipped   75 

1879  PLAU   285 

1882  Proof   425 

1883  VG/AG   87 

1883  VG/G    105 

1885  VG/G    115 

1885  VF/XF    185 

1890  Choice  VF/XF   175 

1891-0  VF/XF,  old  cleaning,  retoned ...  255 

HALVES 

1839  No  Drapery,  VF/XF  $165 

1840  Small  Letters,  toned  AU   145 

1848-0  XF+   87 

1856-S  Choice  VG   45 

1860-S  Mediums,  XF-i-   95 

1864-S  Large  S,XF-H   80 

1866-S  No  Motto  VF/XF   265 

1873-  S  XF/AU,  cleaned    375 

1874-  S  AU,  cleaned    350 

1877-S  Choice  toned  Unc    575 

1880  XF,  scratches   175 

1889  XF   275 

DOLLARS 

1855  VF  $950 

1856  BU,  polished   575 

1857  BU,  polished  full  strike   650 

1860  AU,  cleaned    525 

1861  Gem  Unc,  full  strike  2750 

1872-S  Choice  Unc  1950 

TRADE  DOLLARS 

1875  VF  $225 

1875-  S  XF/AU  dark    155 

1875-  CC  XF,  rim  tick   150 

1876-  S  XF   135 

  215 
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AN  1874-CC  HALF  DOLLAR  WITH  REVERSE  DIE  DAMAGE 

by 

Brian  Greer 

Previous  articles  on  the  1874-CC  half  dollar  have  discussed  two  separate 
die  states  of  this  scarce  date  based  upon  marl^ings  on  the  reverse  die.  The 
later  die  state  shows  a  die  scratch  through  the  second  S  in  STATES  in  addi- 
tion to  a  cowlick  above  the  eagle's  head.  The  earlier  die  state  shows  the  die 
scratch  through  the  S  in  STATES  but  no  cowlick.  Both  of  these  diagnostics 
are  clearly  visible  in  the  picture  presented  by  Bill  Bugert  in  his  article  on  this 
date  that  appeared  in  Issue  #27  of  the  Journal. 

While  attending  the  ANA  Convention  in  Milwaukee  I  happened  upon  what 
I  believe  is  a  later  die  state  of  this  scarce  date.  The  coin  pictured  with  this 
article  shows  a  series  of  short  raised  lines  running  from  the  rim  through  TE 
of  STATES  and  a  second  shorter  series  of  raised  lines  running  from  the  rim 
above  the  E  in  STATES  out  into  the  field.  As  these  lines  are  raised  on  the 
coin's  surface  they  must  have  occurred  as  a  result  of  some  type  of  damage 
to  the  reverse  die.  At  first  glance  it  might  appear  as  though  the  reverse  die 
had  clashed  with  a  piece  of  the  collar  which  had  broken  out  during  the  strik- 
ing process.  This  is  unlikely,  however,  as  the  die  damage  lines  are  much 
closer  together  than  the  reeding  used  along  the  edge  of  the  1874-CC  half 
dollar. 

To  date,  I  have  seen  two  examples  of  this  die  state,  the  pictured  coin 
which  grades  a  nice  VG  and  an  AG  coin  which  still  clearly  showed  the 
reverse  die  damage.  Do  any  LSCC  members  have  any  ideas  as  to  what  may 
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have  caused  the  reverse  die  damage?  I  would  appreciate  a  response  from 
any  club  member  who  owns  or  has  seen  examples  of  this  die  state.  I  will 
report  any  responses  from  this  request  for  information  in  a  future  issue  of 
the  Journal.  I  can  be  contacted  as  follows:  Brian  Greer,  3228  South  Main, 
Apt.  #40C,  Santa  Ana,  California  92707. 

The  picture  of  the  reverse  of  the  1874-CC  half  dollar  was  taken  by  LSCC 
club  member  Bill  Bugert. 


WANTED 
1840-O  COINS 

HALF  DIMES  QUARTERS 
DIMES  HALVES 


Please  Quote  Condition  and  Price. 
Call  or  Write. 

Bill  Ellis 

P.O.  Box  806 
Sayville,  New  York  11782 

Telephone  (516)  472-6931 


COLLECTIVE  VOLUME  NUMBER  TWO  AVAILABLE 

Copies  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal,  Collective  Volume  Number  Two  are 
available  for  immediate  delivery  to  club  members  for  $22  each.  This  hard 
bound  volume  contains  almost  400  pages  of  material  on  Liberty  Seated 
coinage  and  contains  the  material  that  appeared  in  Issues  19-33  of  the  jour- 
nal. Make  checks  payable  to  the  Liberty  Seated  Collectors  Club  and  send  to 
John  McCloskey,  President  LSCC,  5718  King  Arthur  Drive  Ketterino  Ohio 
45429. 
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CLASSICAL  AMERICAN  POIN^ 

P  0  Box  9516 

Seattle,  Washington  98109 

HALF  DIMES 

1849/6 

IVIS-63  Bright  full  mint  frost  over  problem  free  surfaces.  Traces  of  inverted 

3  Clear  ana  piaceo  oeiow  ano  to  rignt  of  properly  punched  9 

S675 

loDo 

AU-55  Fully  struck  on  beautifully  toned  surfaces  exhibiting  shades  of  blue 

ana  rose,  some  weakness  m  lett  wneat  stalk  assures  busmess  strike 

loo4-S 

XF-40  An  even  light  rose-gray  toning  throughout.  Very  crisp  strike-pleasing 

170 

DIMES 

1842-0 

VF-30  A  near  miss  XF  with  smooth  surfaces  and  liaht  nolfi  and  hlup  tnninn 

about  the  rim 

S  30 

1851 

XF-40  Pleasing  blue-gray  toning  deepening  at  the  rims  over  original  surfaces 
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1862 

AU-50  Fully  brilliant  with  a  bit  of  gold  toning.  Eye  appealing  with  a  crisp 

strong  strike  

55 

1868 

XF-40  Another  natural  surface  light  gray  piece  with  a  touch  of  iridescence 

about  the  rims   

53 

1876-CC 

AU-5G  Semi  prooflike  surfaces  and  a  bold  strike  throughout  contributes  to 

an  overall  eye  appealing  effect  

55 

QUARTERS 

1840-0 

XF-45  With  Drapery.  Small  0.  Fully  brilliant  with  enough  cartwheel  luster 

to  give  the  appearance  of  a  full  AU.  Well  struck  and  eye  appealing 

S180 

1846 

XF-45  Bold  strike  with  plenty  of  luster  under  a  touch  of  bluish  gray  toning 

79 

1849 

XF-45  An  interesting  piece  with  its  gold  and  deep  blue  obverse  toning  and 
deep  sunset  iridescence  on  the  reverse.  Ex  auction  record  as  AU-55. 

May  have  that  sort  of  eye  appeal  but  technically  the  coin  is  an  XF-AU  

135 

1853 

XF-40  Arrows  and  Rays.  Even  light  gray  toning  over  well  struck  and  clear  surfaces 

97 

1856-S 

XF-45  Plenty  of  cartwheel  luster  under  the  light  gray  toning.  Well  struck 

and  a  very  acceptable  example  of  this  scarce  issue  

255 

1857-0 

AU-50  A  touch  of  light  toning  over  lusterous  surfaces.  Some  weakness  of  strike 

but  still  eye  appealing  

87 

1876-CC 

XF-45  The  reverse  is  almost  a  full  grade  better  with  its  cartwheel  luster  under 

the  gold  toning.  The  obverse  is  toned  deeper  and  the  coin  well  struck  

69 

HALVES 

1859-0 

XF-40  A  natural  gray  over  problem  free  surfaces.  Variety  with  part  of  extra 

9  in  denticles  completely  below  correctly  punched  9   

S  62 

1861-0 

AU-55  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  touch  of  gold-brown  toning.  ANACS  papers 

graded  AU-55/55  (1981).  Well  struck  and  a  very  nice  piece  

165 

1888 

AU-55  Proof-like  surfaces  with  eye  appealing  gold  and  iridescent  toning. 

A  very  crisp  strike  exhibited  on  both  sides  

445 

All  coins  are  graded  by  a  strict  adherence  to  ANA  standards  and  come 

with  a  two  week  return  privilege.  These  offerings  represent  my  best  efforts 

to  present  original  untampered  with  coins  that  are  as  problem  free  for  the 

grade  as  possible. 

1  am  always  interested  in  obtaining  Seated  material  — both  the  common, 

the  scarce,  and  the  rare— in  like  condition.  Please  let  me  make  an  offer. 

Bob  Everett               LSCC  #440 

(206)  283-1527  Evenings  until  11:00  p.nn. 
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AN  ALTERED  1846  HALF  DIME 


Shown  below  is  a  picture  of  the  date  of  what  would  appear  to  be  an  1846 
half  dime.  But  a  closer  examination  of  the  obverse  of  this  coin  reveals  some 
unusual  characteristics  for  a  coin  of  this  date.  This  specimen  has  a  sloping 
shield,  no  drapery  at  the  elbow  and  an  index  finger  on  the  right  hand  that  is 
wrapped  around  the  pole.  These  are  all  characteristics  that  had  not 
appeared  since  1840  before  the  introduction  of  the  With  Drapery  obverses.  A 
closer  examination  of  the  coin  resolves  the  questions  that  the  piece  raises. 
That  is,  the  coin  has  been  altered  from  an  1840  half  dime  by  a  clever 
modification  of  the  last  digit  in  the  date.  The  evidence  of  alteration  is  con- 
clusive based  upon  the  die  characteristics  of  the  coin  under  examination. 

The  use  of  an  obverse  design  not  seen  since  1840  should  be  evidence  in 
itself  that  the  coin  has  been  altered  but  there  are  other  characteristics  that 
reveal  the  deception.  The  shape  of  the  first  three  digits  in  the  date  match 
those  of  the  year  1840.  The  serifs  of  the  1  and  4  are  too  wide  and  the  bottom 
loop  of  the  8  too  big  to  be  the  date  punches  for  the  year  1846.  There  are  tool- 
ing marks  through  the  two  loops  of  the  6  and  the  lower  loop  of  this  digit  is 
not  circular  like  it  should  be  for  this  year.  An  examination  of  the  placement 
of  the  stars  on  the  obverse  identifies  the  obverse  as  that  of  the  1840  V-4  var- 
iety. For  this  variety  the  8th  star  between  the  head  of  Miss  Liberty  and  the 
cap  has  been  recut  and  the  second  and  third  stars  from  the  lower  left  are 
unusually  close  together.  Other  irregular  star  placements  are  typical  of  the 
early  no  drapery  obverses  and  provide  conclusive  evidence  that  the  coin  is 
not  what  it  appears  to  be. 

The  altered  1846  half  dime  was  sent  in  by  Jack  Beymer  for  examination 
and  study.  The  picture  of  the  altered  piece  was  taken  by  Marilyn  Tiernan  at 
Coin  World. 


The  Editor 


Date  on  Altered  1846  Half  Dime 
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W.  E.  Seton 

4640  Discovery  Road 
Port  Townsend,  Washington  98368 
Telephone  (206)  385-3636  or  385-2159 

LSCC  #754 


DOLLARS 

1841       XF    $  275 

1845  AU   525 

1846  AU   375 

1846-0     VF-30    250 

1847  AU  Small  Dig  Below  Date    200 

1847  AU   425 

1848  AU    625 

1848       CHAU    925 

1854       VF-30/XF-40    1,450 

1857       AU   625 

1857       MS-60    1,075 

1857       MS-60+    1,250 

1859-S     XF    625 

1860       CHAU    900 

1863       XF-45    525 


WANTED:  Seated  Dollars  grading  MS-55  or  better  dated 
1841-1843-1866-1870-1871-1873 
Grading  AU-50  or  better  1872-CC-1872-S-1873-CC 

1.  15  day  return  privilege. 

2.  Coins  removed  from  holders  are  considered  sold. 

3.  Postal  money  orders  or  bank  checks  are  preferred. 
Personal  checks  must  clear. 

4.  Grading  by  ANA  standards. 
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 

When  you  are  trying  to  put  together  a  date  collection  of  Seated  halves  in 
XF  or  better  condition,  you  often  need  good  fortune  to  locate  scarce  dates 
and  mints.  Recently,  a  dealer  at  a  local  coin  show  had  a  coin  marked  as  an 
1871-S  Choice  XF  half  dollar.  On  closer  examination  I  noticed  that  the  coin 
had  arrows  at  the  date  and  that  it  was  really  an  1874-S.  Despite  the  arrows, 
the  dealer  thought  that  it  was  an  1871  dated  coin.  When  one  looks  at  the 
coin,  the  4  does  resemble  a  1  because  the  vertical  line  of  the  four  is  very  bold 
compared  to  both  the  horizontal  and  diagonal  lines  that  make  up  this  digit.  It 
is  hard  enough  to  find  the  1874-S  date  without  it  being  mismarked  as  an 
1871-S  coin.  This  type  of  good  fortune  is  what  makes  coin  collecting  excit- 
ing. Check  those  coins  carefully,  you  never  know  when  lady  luck  will  smile. 


A.  Paul  Brill 
LSCC  #749 


This  year  I  have  concentrated  mainly  on  dimes  in  the  Seated  series.  I  enjoy 
the  varieties  very  much  since  most  are  unattributed  and  they  are  easier  to 
buy  than  the  rarer  date  material.  I'm  saving  up  for  the  better  dates  but  in  the 
meantime,  I've  found  some  exciting  varieties.  One  coin  in  particular  is  an 
1876-CC  dime  with  the  doubled  die  obverse.  This  piece  is  the  variety  with  the 
right  C  in  the  mintmark  higher  and  it  has  its  reverse  rotated  170  degrees 
clockwise.  This  coin  grades  only  G-4  but  I've  never  heard  or  seen  of  another 
exactly  like  it.  I  would  imagine  that  it  would  not  be  a  common  variety  since 
rotated  reverse  errors  are  scarce  and  the  1876-CC  doubled  die  obverse  dime 
is  also  tough  to  find.  Do  you  think  that  it  would  be  possible  to  put  a  rarity  fac- 
tor list  for  dime  varieties  in  circulated  grades  in  a  future  issue  of  the  Journal? 
I  am  interested  in  this  because  most  of  the  Ahwash  rarity  ratings  are  for 
uncirculated  pieces. 

David  Thomas 
LSCC  #909 


I  was  quite  interested  in  Mike  Brunner's  article  on  the  1854  quarter  in  Issue 
#35  of  the  Journal.  My  only  1854  quarter  also  shows  the  vertical  shield  lines 
extending  into  the  horizontal  area.  I  had  never  noticed  this  before  and  it 
ought  to  be  interesting  to  see  just  how  common  this  variety  is.  My  piece 
grades  about  F-15. 

Robert  Younglof 
LSCC  #958 
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Walter  Breen  notes  in  his  monograph  on  HALF  DIMES  1860-73,  dated  1973, 
that  "probably  the  greatest  rarity  in  the  1860-73  series  is  the  overdate, 
1865/63-S,  first  publicized  in  a  Fossard  auction  of  1894  but  not  again  coming 
to  collector  attention  until  the  New  Netherlands  Coin  Co.  57th  auction, 
December  1963,  at  which  time  an  Uncirculated  specimen  realized  five  times 
the  current  Guidebook  price  for  the  normal  date.  The  discovery  piece  has 
seen  circulation  and  is  not  now  traced;  two  or  three  others  have  been 
rumored,  but  to  date  no  other  has  yet  been  examined.  . ."  This  above  quota- 
tion was  written  almost  14  years  ago. 

I  have  two  specimens  of  this  overdate  which  grade  VF  and  MS-60/60,  the 
latter  of  which  was  Lot  240  in  the  Mid-American  Auction,  1987  at  FUN  in 
Orlando.  This  piece  was  described  as  "Typically  soft  San  Francisco  strike; 
pale  orange  flush;  bisecting  reverse  die  crack."  The  auction  description 
makes  no  mention  of  the  overdate,  but  does  describe  the  reverse  die  crack  of 
the  Neil  No.  4  in  the  Valentine  book.  This  specimen  is  clearly  an  overdate 
and  shows  as  Breen  said  "the  entire  date  was  heavily  punched  and  repunched 
in  an  attempt  to  efface  or  at  least  conceal  traces  of  overdate."  I  am  most  in- 
terested in  comments  that  might  shed  additional  light  on  the  1865-S  over- 
date.  I  may  be  reached  as  follows:  A!  BIythe,  P.O.  Box  1443,  Placentia, 
California  92670. 


A  regional  meeting  of  LSCC  has  been  scheduled  in  conjunction  with  the 
48th  Annual  Convention  of  the  Central  States  Numismatic  Society  which  will 
be  held  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri  on  May  8-10,  1987.  The  LSCC  meeting  will  be 
held  at  5:00  p.m.  on  Friday,  May  8th  at  the  convention  center.  The  meeting 
room  will  be  announced  at  the  convention  and  will  be  listed  in  the  conven- 
tion program.  We  hope  that  this  meeting  will  provide  club  members  with  an 
opportunity  to  discuss  Liberty  Seated  coinage  with  others  who  are 
interested  in  our  beautiful  silver  coins  of  the  last  century. 


Al  BIythe 
LSCC  #579 


REGIONAL  MEETING  OF  LSCC  PLANNED 
FOR  CENTRAL  STATES  CONVENTION 
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MEMBERSHIP  APPLICATION 


LiBCRTy  Seated  Collectors  Club 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY  STATE  ZIP 


I'M  A  COLLECTORD        DEALERO  COLLECTOR/DEALERD 

YOU  MAYD     MAY  NOTD 

SEND  MY   NAME  AND  ADDRESS  TO  OTHER  CLUB  MEMBERS. 
I   COLLECT  BY  DATE  SEATED  HALF  DIMESD  DIMESQ 
QUARTERSD      HALF  DOLLARSD         DOLLARSD  ALL  SEATEDD 

SIGNATURE  DATE 


Membership  Fee  -  11. 00  for  first  year  dues  and  initiation 
fee.  Fill  in  the  above  and  mail  with  $11.00  to: 

John  Kroon       •       P.O.  Box  1062 
Midland,  Michigan  48641 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS 


We  ask  that  you  notify  us  as  soon  as  possible  when  you  move  or  change 
your  mailing  adciress.  It  seems  that  we  always  have  one  or  two  Journals 
returned  to  us  for  improper  address  when  a  member  has  moved  to  a  new 
location.  In  such  cases  we  must  wait  for  the  member  to  contact  us  and 
provide  us  with  the  new  address.  To  avoid  unnecessary  delays  in  receiving 
the  Journal  and  to  assist  us  on  keeping  our  mailmg  list  current,  we  ask  that 
you  inform  us  as  soon  as  possible  of  any  change  of  address. 


GOBRECHT  DOLLAR  REVERSE 
DECEMBER  1836  ISSUE 


Your  comments  on  any  of  the  articles,  ads  or  club  policies  are  invited. 
This  is  your  club  and  the  Officers  are  dedicated  to  operating  it  on  behalf 
of  the  members.  Address  any  comments  to: 

John  McCloskey 

Editor,  Gobrecht  Journal 
5718  King  Arthur  Drive 
Kettering,  Ohio  45429 


